Role of advanced nurse practitioners in the care pathway for children diagnosed with leukemia.
The development of advanced nursing practices (ANP) can meet challenges presented by evolving needs of health care. We aimed at describing the approach taken to implement ANP in a pediatric oncology-hematology unit. The Participatory, Evidence-informed, Patient-centered Process for Advanced practice was considered as a conceptual framework for the development, implementation and evaluation of the nursing role. Successive steps were taken for identifying patients and family needs, defining the health care priorities, and establishing a new health care model. The seven steps of the PEPPA framework were carried out over a year and contributed to the identification of the tasks and the role of the advanced nurse practitioner in the patient care pathway. The implementation of ANP was gradually achieved with the development of new evidenced-based health care procedures. The subsequent approval of a contract specification for advanced nurse practitioners facilitated the onset of a specific consultation, which facilitated a holistic approach. The impact of the implementation can be appreciated at different levels: i) the patient and his or her family, with improvement of communication and continuity of care; ii) the interdisciplinary team, with development of a dynamic and greater motivation of the health care providers; and iii) the profession, with a greater recognition of the competencies and conceptualization of the new role. An assessment of the process, the structure and the results should be carried out to validate the role of the advanced nurse practitioner throughout the long journey of a child with leukemia.